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ELDER STATESMAN

Breaking
down
golf’s

barriers

Program helps get game
out of the country club
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Breaking down barriers

ELDER from page 51

Elder, as his competitive career
winds down, has been working
hard at getting the game out of the
country club. In 1997, he launched
the Lee Flder National Junior Golf
Foundation and Tour as a way (o
introduce the game to children in
places where it's not normally
available.

That goal brought him to the
community centre last night where
he participated in a golf clinic
on by a Toronto resident who,
helped by a few of his friends, has
the same dream.

Kingsley Rowe was introduced to
the game by his father in Montego
Bay, Jamaica.

“Of course, at first I didn‘t like it.,”
saidd Rowe, a Scarborough, Ont.,
n.]smam Iﬂwhlhu his miﬂ-ﬂsm whx:i
plays toa andicap. “But now
thank him so much for it It's
helped me to maintain the disci-
pline I was brought up in."

He describes himself as a “busi-
nessman with a social conscience”
and said he had long wanted Lo do
something to remove barrlers that
prevent people from being exposed
to ﬂngﬁa-e he loves,

“It's still an elitist type of 5::13‘
Howe said. “That's what I'm ng
to change. Unless you remove the
cost barriers these kids won't be
able to play.”

His first step was to lean on his
fellow members and the staff at the
Board of Trade Golf Club in Wood-
bridge, Ont, where he's been a
member since the early 1980s.

With the help of Dave Gamer, the
club’s head professional, Rowe has
founded the Mational Junior Goll
Foundation. Rowe learned of Eld-
er's and invited him to
come to Toronto 1o look at what he
was trying to do here.

Guided by a curriculum provided
by the Royal Canadian Golf Associ-
ation’s FutureLinks program and
wllh the use of donated equipment,

oup of 25 children from the
n ﬁ!:bqurhund are being schooled
in thi e's fundamentals each
Wednesday evening during the
SUMIMEeT.

Rowe's goal is the same as Eld-
er's. “1 just love golf and have a pas-
sion for these kids,” he said. “I want

LEE ELDER

Born: July 14, 1934, in Dallas

Started golf: At age nine he
began caddying as a means to
put food on the table after his
parent died. —3

Joined PGA Tour: 1967

Tour wins (4): 1974 Mon-
santo Open; 1976 Houston
‘Open; 19?3 Gr'eaater Milwau-
press‘l'!u'hd'nwter Classlc.

Joined PGA Senior Tour:
1984

Senior Tour wins (8): 1984
Suntree Senior Classic; Hilton
Head Seniors Internaticnal;
1985 Denver Post Champion-
ship; Merrill Lynch/Golf Digest
Commemorative, Digital Sen-
jors Classic; Citizens Union
Senior Golf Classic. 1886 Mer-
rill Lynch/Gotf Digest Com-
memorative. 1988 Gus Ma-
chado Classic.

to expose golf to them so they can
gain the game’s social benefits.”
Elder's foundation has set up
chapters in four LLS. cities. Rowe
wants to follow suit with similae

clinics across Toronto and  the
GO

With the right support, he can
see public courses g aside

playing times for vouth whn can't
afford green fees; a revival of the
caddy programs that introduced
people such as Elder to the game;
and maybe even schol

For his part Claxton simply en-
juys the special feeling of hitting a
golf ball solidly, even if it Is in a
gyvm, into a net

A Inng lean, athletic type, Clax
ton hasn't missed an evening at thE
clinie, and when school lets ot he
wants to spend the summer work-
ing on his golf game — not unusual
for plenty of Grade 9 kids across
Canada — but not the norm in this
part of Toronto.

But the goll I.mg bites um'_'.r
whun:, all it needs is an opportu-

nity. Elder knows the :}rmpl‘.ﬂms.
and his life is evidence
that can come of it Ev_erguue
nesds achance,” he said.

Claxton just keeps swinging.




